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Glassboro    

  

First United Methodist 

Church 

Gumwrapper June & July 2021 

 

  

Dear Church Family, 

  

In response to Governor Murphy’s announcement about lifting restrictions on May 28th and June 4th, we 

are making the following changes to our policies:  

• We are lifting our mask mandate for all fully vaccinated individuals effective this Sunday, May 

30th; 

• Even though social distancing requirements will be lifted on May 28th, we will still be seating 

people in every other pew until all capacity restrictions are lifted on June 4th; 

• We encourage people who still want to wear a mask to do so; 

• Committees, Sunday school classes, grow groups, etc., may require masks or distancing or other 

procedures we had established. That is at the discretion of the appropriate chairperson or leader; 

• We will continue to follow state and CDC guidance and make decisions accordingly. 

 This is a giant step forward for our church! Though we are not out of this tunnel yet, the light at the end 

is so much closer. I know we will get through this as we continue to trust in God and take care of each 

other. Our congregation has done an excellent job throughout this pandemic by responding quickly and 

acting faithfully to keep one another safe. I was talking to someone earlier this week about how grateful I 

am for our congregation. We have endured much, and many of us have been touched by COVID, either 

getting it ourselves or watching others suffer from it. We have even grieved together over the loss of 

loved ones to the virus. Yet, we have also kept the virus from spreading throughout our congregation, 

even when our county had one of the highest number of cases in the state. We have never needed to notify 

our congregation of an exposure at our services or events. We have never been the cause of a surge in 

cases. Instead, we have continued to worship and serve Jesus Christ in old and new ways. That is all 

because of you. From the members of our Reopening Task Force, our Church Council, our Worship 

Committee, Children and Family Ministries team, Hospitality team, and all who adapted gracefully by 

following our guidelines responsibly, whether they agreed with them or not, everyone in our FUMC 

family played an important part in getting us to where we are. 

 We are not done yet. So, let us stay faithful to God and one another and be the love of Jesus to everyone, 

everywhere, every time.       Yours in Christ, Pastor John 
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FORWARD to fish in deeper waters! 

As Jesus was speaking to Peter, after using his boat to teach, Jesus 

said “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 

Luke 5:4 

..(later after their nets were full) …Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” Luke 

5:10b 

The theme for our Greater New Jersey Annual Conference and the coming year is FORWARD! 

After moving to the Jersey Shore in 1984, a church member invited me to take a ride with his 

family on their boat and tour the back bay behind Ocean City, NJ. As he welcomed me aboard, 

he asked if I could help him launch the boat and cast off the lines and free the boat from the 

dock. I cast off a line and sat back ready to go! He motioned his arm and moved the throttle as he 

engaged the boat, “Forward-Ho!” he called. The engine revved, the propeller churned the water 

behind us as we sat motionless. He turned with a smile on his face, and he asked me…did you 

cast off both lines? 

Cast off to move forward: 

In order to move forward, you need to cast off and prepare to embark! As we move forward, out 

of the COVID-19 pandemic and into the “new normal,” is your congregation ready to cast off 

from “we’ve always done it that way before” (The 7 last words of a church) and set free from 

“we don’t want to change?” Plot your course, considering the needs of the community, what 

appeals to those you are trying to connect with and attract and engage “all hands-on deck”- 

empowering each other to fully welcome and follow up with new folks. 

Fishing in deeper waters: Jesus invited his first followers, Peter, James and John, to move out to 

deeper waters! Deeper waters often mean you are in a place where you are farther from shore 

and there is possibility of stronger currents.  Our communities presently are far from the safety 

and secured of the “Shore thing” they used to know. Many local coffee shops or family 

gatherings have empty seats where friends and loved ones used to sit. They were lost due to 

COVID-19, the ravages of the Opioid epidemic that was horrific before the pandemic and 

reached record levels of those dying from overdose. Over 87,000 neighbors dying from this 

terror in the past 12 months (and the number is still being tabulated). Deep water fishing means 

going where the needs are down the street with an aging neighbor, to a family with a child or 

parent battling addiction, and to those newer to the community who might not “be like us.” 
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Finally, as you move FORWARD-get ready for “full nets”!  

You can’t catch fish if your line or nets are not in the water and if you go out where the fish are 

and cast your nets well--don’t be surprised when you catch fish and have to deal with “nearly 

breaking nets” and ask partners for help. (Read Luke 5). 

As a pastor and district superintendent, I often remind pastors and church leaders that there are 

two types of pain and challenges--those from a shrinking ministry or growing pains from a 

growing ministry. You and I can decide and work toward the type of challenge and “pain” we 

want to contend with. As part of the Wesleyan movement, there were seasons where we were 

really out in many deep waters and “growing a church a day” in the early 1900’s. Then I believe 

we wanted to hug the shoreline and kept tied to the dock telling fishing stories. 

It is time for us again to remember Jesus calling us out to the deep waters, to lower our nets in 

places where people are and then to deal with growing pains like people sitting where you 

usually sit or adding a technology position to the budget or... 

Friends, I can’t wait to see and get to know, with you, those folks we will “catch.” 

“FORWARD, Ho! Cast off!!” 

Pastor Brian 

Rev. Brian Roberts | Cape Atlantic District Superintendent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need help at the cemetery on Saturday, June 5th, 2021 @ 9am. to place dirt on sinking 

graves. If we get some volunteers it should not take long.  If you have a wheelbarrow or a shovel, 

please bring it.  If you are able to help, please contact Chris McGuigan at 856-362-1750 or 

robinchris@comcast.net.  

mailto:robinchris@comcast.net
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Vacation Bible School Coming Soon! 

August 1st – 5th, 2021 

 

 

Non-perishable food items such as cereal, soup and pasta 
for the Samaritan Center may be brought to the Samaritan 
Center at 123A East High Street on Monday or Wednesday 
from 12 to 3 PM. Items may also be placed in the box in 
the Narthex. Please contact Dave Walters with any 
questions, dnwalters83@gmail.com 

mailto:dnwalters83@gmail.com
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The flavor of the gospel 

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor?” (Matthew 5:13, 

NLT). These words from Jesus might seem strange to us — can salt lose its flavor? But in New 

Testament times, most of the salt used as seasoning, preservative, medicinal aid and more came 

from the Dead Sea, where impurities often compromised its usefulness, especially its flavor. 

Jesus urges his disciples — including us — to not let the flavor of the gospel be suppressed in 

our lives. What might do this? Teachings that treat patriotism, prosperity or any other value as 

equal to Jesus; the tendency to elevate one nation, church denomination, theological 

understanding or religious tradition above all others; such intense focus on the laws of ancient 

Israel that we neglect the superseding grace of God. But neither should we force the gospel on 

people, like overpowering their food by dumping in too much salt at once. 

As followers of Jesus, we’re the salt of the earth. Let us use his good news to gently season 

others’ lives with service and love. 

Friendly signposts 

 

We need friends. Friends guide us, care for us, confront us in love, console us 

in times of pain. Although we speak of “making friends,” friends cannot be 

made. Friends are free gifts from God. But God gives us the friends we need 

when we need them if we fully trust in God’s love. 

Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations and weaknesses like we 

have. Their love is never faultless, never complete. But in their limitations they 

can be signposts on our journey towards the unlimited and unconditional love 

of God. Let’s enjoy the friends whom God has sent on our way. 

—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey 

That you may live 

During the pandemic, I’ve worshiped online with several congregations. The web address for 

one ends “.net/live.” As I navigate to this site, I tend to read the adjective form “live,” as in 

“livestream.” One Sunday, however, the verb form, as in “Worship and live,” popped into my 

mind. I had almost slept in and skipped that morning’s service. But as I worshiped with others, 

albeit remotely, my spirit indeed felt increasingly alive. That whole day I felt I was living more 

fully because I’d been inspired by God’s Word in sermon and song and shared in praising God 

with others. Worship reminds us there is something — Someone — greater than ourselves. 

Worship opens us to new ways of living. 

Moses, after he had passed along God’s gift of the Ten Commandments, including the rule to 

keep the Sabbath day holy through rest and worship, told the people, “Walk in obedience to all 

that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live” (Deuteronomy 5:33, NIV). 

We too worship God regularly — so that we may more fully live.  —Heidi Hyland Mann 
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The origin of Father's Day 

One Sunday in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd listened to a sermon honoring 

mothers. Her mother had died some years before, so her father had raised 

her by himself. Dodd wondered why there wasn’t a day to honor fathers, so 

she arranged a tribute to her father at a church in Spokane, Washington. The 

date was June 19, 1910. Many people believe this was the beginning of 

Father’s Day.  

 

Another account holds that a West Virginia church held a tribute service for fathers in 1908, 

following a mine explosion that killed 360 men. Regardless of which story is correct, President 

Calvin Coolidge was the first president to designate a special day to honor fathers. In 1924, he 

proclaimed the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day.  

 

A week of tributes to Dad 

To celebrate the special man in your life, use a quote a day the week before Father’s Day, or 

honor him with tributes the whole week after. Write one of these (or one of your own) on a card, 

make a message into a placemat, tape one to the bathroom mirror — get creative! 

Every day of the week is a good day to celebrate his love and show him yours. 

“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.” —Antoine F. Prévost 

“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the world.” —

Unknown 

“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In other words, great 

dads are real marshmallows.” —Richelle E. Goodrich 

“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown 

“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down a laughing 

baby is to pick up a crying one." —Linda Poindexter 

“My father didn't do anything unusual. He only did what dads are 

supposed to do — be there.” —Max Lucado 

“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright shining example and a happy 

twinkling in my heart.” —Terri Gui 

Super human 

Real strength is neither male nor female but is, quite simply, one of the finest characteristics that 

any human being can possess.  -Fred Rogers 
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Why Flag Day is important 

America was founded as a “nation under God,” and has been 

looked up to by other nations for over two hundred years. 

Unfortunately, other countries — and some of our own citizens — 

are disgruntled with America today. Even though our reputation has 

taken some hits, we’re still a strong country with high ideals and 

proud people.  

 

There’s a simple way you can help show that to the world — by flying the flag. Every time you 

put a flag out, you’re saying, “I’m an American and proud of what this flag represents.” The flag 

stands for “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” for religious freedom, and for other rights 

that many nations lack. The flag represents our history and our goals for a better future for all.  

 

Fly your flag high!  

Flag Day is June 14th 

One of the great heroes of the early days of our country was John Paul Jones. He was a naval 

officer and to him went the honor of displaying on his ship, for the first time, the national flag of 

the United States.  

Some people may not realize that Francis Scott Key, the author of "The Star-Spangled Banner," 

composed four stanzas for what became our national anthem. The last stanza is as follows:  

 

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand,  

Between their loved home and the war's desolation,  

Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-  

rescued land,  

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a  

nation.  

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,  

And this be our motto, - "In God is our trust."  

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave,  

O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.  

-The national anthem in totality may be found in Hugh Graham, Great American Stories, Poems 

and Essays 
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Independence Day lessons for church life 

• Return to the basics — On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In terms of 

faith, we also periodically need to hear again the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites 

and, of course, Jesus.  

 

• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not submit again to a 

yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our national 

freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and 

share that gift with others.  

 

• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. 

Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals and other special 

events.  

 

• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the church is 

called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek 

word for power — as in, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 

1:8) — share a root. Through God’s power in us, we share Jesus — dynamically! — with others.  

 

—Heidi Mann  

 

 

 

American independence 

John Adams, who became America’s second president, was so elated when the United States was 

about to celebrate independence from England that he wrote:  

 

“It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God 

Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, 

bells, bonfires and illuminations from one end of this continent to the other, from this time 

forward, forevermore.”  

A prayer for an Independence Day celebration 

Lord God Almighty, in whose name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and 

for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant, we beseech thee, that we and 

all the people of this land may have the grace to maintain these liberties in righteousness and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

                                                                                                —An Episcopal Church prayer book  
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Our Staff 

Pastor: Rev. John Inverso, Parsonage Phone 856-243-5488, pastor@glassboromethodist.org 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Brian Mickle, bmickle@glassboromethodist.org 
Director of Music and Worship Arts: Sarah Mickle, smickle@glassboromethodist.org 
Organist: Debbie Macchione   
Office Manager: Janet Blohm    Secretary:  Donna Mickle    
Gumwrapper Editor:  Robin McGuigan, robinchris@comcast.net 
Communications Coordinator: Terri Ganderton, glassboroumcnews@gmail.com  
Church Contact Information:  60 State Street, Glassboro, NJ 08028 Tel: 856-881-3295 
E-mail:  glassboromethodist1@comcast.net 
Regular Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Mon-Thurs. 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Fri 
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