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Glassboro First United Methodist Church 

     Gumwrapper February & March 2021 

 

Prayer for the Nation 

Creator God, you have reached deep into the sandy beaches of the Atlantic, the deep red clay 

of Georgia, the deep brown and black soil of the midwest, and deeply into every part of this 

good earth to create a world, our nation and a people. Thank you God for creating us as a 

rich and wonderful tapestry, curious and creative, hardworking and playful, brilliant and 

wise to be stewards of your creation. Forgive us, Creator God when we squander or do not 

cultivate these good gifts in ourselves or others. Help us to better receive your creation and 

our nation as a gift and reflect you and your creation in all we do and say. 

  

Redeemer God, when all seems lost, you light our way through Jesus Christ. Faced with a 

pandemic, racism, financial insecurity and national division, forgive us for not following the 

light of Jesus, and heal us Redeemer of our illnesses – COVID-19, discrimination, fear, and 

division. Let us in our faith and actions be a light to others. May our collective witness as a 

nation be light and hope to the world for the values Jesus embodied - grace, kindness, justice, 

peace, gentleness, faithfulness and perseverance. 

  

Sustainer God, we are weary from fighting the pandemic, creating walls and barriers that 

separate us, trying to convince others our way is right and working or trying to find work to 

have a sustainable life and world. Forgive us for not relying on your strength, for not 

breathing your breath, for not using this time to draw closer to you. Sustainer God, give us 

the strength to rise up and be better citizens, collectively a better nation so that we bear 

witness to you God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen.    

John Schol, Bishop  

United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 
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So Which Bulb? 

It was supposed to be a quick run to the store to pick up a light bulb 

that had burned out in the clothes dryer, but instead it became a 

learning, and you might say somewhat of a spiritual experience. As I 

made my way to the aisle of light bulbs, I soon found myself engulfed 

in a sea of diverse types, styles, wattage, and brands that left me 

feeling like I was reading one of those “Where is Waldo” books to my 

kids again as I searched for the replacement bulb. 

There was an entire aisle dedicated to nothing but light bulbs.  There 

were incandescent bulbs, twisted fluorescent, flame shaped, halogen, corn shaped, globe LED, 

reflector, spot, flood, tube, and mercury bulbs. There were bulbs for the refrigerator, stove ovens, 

bathroom vanities, nights lights, kitchen recessed lighting, and yes finally clothes dryer bulbs. After 

finding what I needed and making my way out of the aisle, my eye caught a chart that described all 

the types of bulbs you could buy. As I counted them up, there were over 56 different types of bulbs 

with an assortment of bases and wattages. Only in America would we have such a variety. Yet, that 

is when the so-called light came on for me as I thought, it does not matter how many varieties there 

might be, each of them has the same purpose and that is to shed light. 

In Matthew’s gospel account of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “You are the light of the 

world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 

basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to God.” (Matthew 4:14-

16) It appears to be rather simple in that our purpose as disciples of Jesus Christ is to shed light that 

illumines both the message and ministry of our Lord. 

As the pandemic rages on with a record number of infections and deaths, with a nation where we 

have witnessed the horrific violence on the U.S. Capitol, where families line up for hours sitting in 

a car hoping that they can get a box of food or people around us suffer silently from abuse, 

addictions, loneliness, or despair, there is a desperate need for light in the midst of all the darkness. 

True, not all of us have the answers, talents, abilities, or resources to address all that we are facing, 

but that has never been an excuse for the church to let the beacon of light grows dim. Remember 

how Jesus challenged his disciples to give the multitudes something to eat and used what was 

brought to him to feed the thousands with leftovers? So, in these dark times, what kind of a light is 

Jesus asking you to be for your family, your church, and your community, even the one you find 

hard to love or agree with in these days? Maybe you are to be a nightlight for a frightened soul, a 

flood light that brings hope and relief for those in need, or a spotlight that shows the way, the truth, 

and life in walking with the one we say is the Light of the World. Whatever it might be, I urge you 

to discover what I discovered standing in an aisle filled with light bulbs; and that is we were not 

created to stay in a box, but to be plugged into Christ and let our light shine that God may be 

glorified and seen. So, where will you shine today?  

By Glenn Conaway, Delaware Bay District Superintendent 



 

  
 
 
 

P
ag

e3
 

 

January 29, 2021 

 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 1st 

Corinthians 12:26-27 

Dear Church Family, 

Last year during Lent, we had to shut down our in-person gatherings and go into isolation. Well, 

I’m happy to say that this year during Lent; we will reopen again on a limited basis. The church 

council, at the recommendation of our Reopening Task Force, approved a plan to partially 

reopen our church on Sunday, February 21st. Here are the details:     

All previous rules and requirements for in-person gatherings must be followed, including mask 

wearing, social distancing, and pre-registration for Sunday worship; 

    *Our 9am service will be open for limited-seating indoor worship; 

    *Our 11am service will remain virtual for the time being; 

    *Details on special services during Holy Week will be available shortly; 

    *The Fellowship House will remain closed however; groups or committees that need to use it 

must submit a request to the office to get approval from the Reopening Task Force and Pastor John. 

As before, we encourage our high-risk and older individuals, and those with underlying health 

conditions to continue worshiping online for their own safety. If you do test positive for COVID-

19, notify the church office or Pastor John immediately. Your call and condition will be kept 

confidential. 

I am glad that we will start getting together again. Having to shut down in December, though 

necessary, was a bit of a setback. I am grateful that our leadership has done and continues to do 

such a thorough job to safeguard our health. I praise God for them and for every time I hear that 

someone else in our congregation got vaccinated. I have every hope that God will see us through 

this pandemic. 
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Still, I know some of our church family are hurting right now—feeling alone, adrift, and 

disconnected. Maybe one of them is you. We need connection. Yes, we worship and meet online 

and continue to find ways to serve each other and our community but, not having those regular 

face-to-face interactions, no matter how small, with one another has taken its toll on our emotional, 

spiritual, even physical health. The Body of Christ cannot thrive when its parts are disconnected. 

Reopening again will help but, the truth is, we don’t need the church building to stay connected. We 

need each other. We need to keep reaching out intentionally to each other to talk, listen, laugh or 

cry with, or just acknowledge that someone cares. Because at the end of the day, we are the Body of 

Christ bound together not by a building but by the Holy Spirit. We are who Jesus empowers to 

show his love and compassion to the world, including the members of his own body.    

This is my challenge to you before Lent begins. Reach out to someone from church. Someone you 

know. Someone you sort of know but aren’t too familiar with. Someone you see but haven’t talked 

to yet. What about that person who sits near you in the worship service or is in your Sunday school 

class or grow group? What about that person who worked alongside you in VBS or the one you 

always see at a church dinner? How about that mom wrangling her kids in the narthex? Or that guy 

who always sits alone? It doesn’t matter if they’re not in your circle of friends. It’s probably better 

if they aren’t! One of them would love to hear from you. Give them a call or send them an email. 

See how they’re doing. If you don’t know their name or number, you can always call the church 

office and we’ll help you find it. It’s surprising how much a simple gesture of care can mean to a 

person. Let us continue to be the Body of Christ together, regardless of whether we’re in the 

building or not, and remind one another that none of us is ever truly alone.    

Soon, this pandemic will be behind us. My prayer is that our church will emerge from it with better, 

stronger, and more faithful relationships with each other and with Jesus Christ. All to the glory of 

God! 

Yours in Christ, Pastor John     
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January 27, 2021 

 

Report by Darlene Simmons, Lay Member to Annual Conference. 

Dear GUMC Family, 

            A special virtual conference of Greater New Jersey was held on January 

22 at 4:00 PM. The purpose of the meeting was to adopt a revised budget and legislation to sustain 

the mission and support its congregation and clergy in light of a recently discovered budget 

shortfall.   Bishop Schol explained that this shortfall in the 2021 budget has created both a financial 

challenge and an opportunity to refocus and organize for the future mission of GNJ. 

             GNJ is working diligently to meet a balanced budget and address errors that led to the 

shortfall.  A full investigation by an independent group will be completed by March 10. This review 

and report will be presented at the May 21st session of Annual Conference.  GNJ will reduce costs 

by $1 million through a hiring freeze and staff reductions by elimination of positions resulting in 16 

open positions. Additional spending within GNJ will be reduced. 

             The revised budget and legislation were approved by the Conference.  Local churches such 

as ours will see an increase to our Conference-subsidizes healthcare expenses and property 

insurance.   The Conference will present new insurance programs to reduce the cost to the local 

church to the Annual Conference in May 2021.  We and all GNJ congregations must make every 

effort to pay 100% of our shared ministries and billables. 

              As we move forward, adjustments to our own budget will need to be addressed.  While this 

is a challenge, we have a confident, wise and experienced finance team and church council to help 

us meet it.  Our church has a history of working to make things happen and the generosity of our 

congregation is unsurpassed.   We will be required to review our budget and develop a plan to meet 

our new billables and shared ministry expenses by March 1st.  We will keep you updated as this 

develops. 

Let’s pray for GNJ and for our finance team, church council, and congregation as we adjust to keep 

our mission and ministries going.  As always, keep the faith and thank you for your support. 

 

In His Service, Darlene Simmons 

Lay Member to Annual Conference 
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 The Trustees are always busy with issues about maintenance and 

improvements of our church and church-owned properties. Recently, 

there were two heater repairs. The bills, which were over $1,000.00, were 

covered by our service contract. Praise God! This spring, the trustees 

plan to purchase five yards of dirt to fill in low spots at our cemetery on 

Delsea Drive. 

Do you know that our virtual Sunday school is continuing to offer several 

ways for our classes to stay connected? All Power Hour students in K-5 have weekly classes on the 

No Limits Facebook page where Zoom classes alternate with Bitmoji classroom activities so that 

new lessons are available each week. Power Hour classrooms are available on Sundays at 10 AM. 

In December, Andrea Patterson and Jodi Chowning organized a drive that provided winter coats 

and groceries for 33 local families and Christmas dinners for 20 seniors through the Glassboro 

Housing Authority.  Thanks are extended to the 60 people who were able to help as volunteers or 

donors. 

 

 The Trading Post cabinet is back on the Fellowship House porch, where it 

provides personal care items 24/7 to anyone who needs them.  Mission 

team members will check and refill the cabinet as needed. Thanks 

are extended to Jess Heritage who painted the lettering and artwork. 

 

Men of Armor meets biweekly on Tuesdays.  This Grow Group meets on 

ZOOM and during warm weather,  gets together outside at men's homes. 

Charlie Adams (cprs619@yahoo.com)  is the contact person to get the 

ZOOM meeting information and schedule. 

 

During the month of February, our Children & Family Ministries team is focusing on the “Love 

your Neighbor” campaign. This is to focus our minds and energy on showing God's love to 

everyone even in disagreements and in an unsettled world. "YOUR church loves you!" "MY church 

loves you", will be sayings you will hear and see a lot over the next month. We will offer a 

biweekly study titled “Reckless Love” at 9:30 am on Saturdays. To learn more, go to 

Facebook/glassboroumc and sign up to receive the zoom info. Brian Mickle will lead the study; 

next scheduled for Feb. 13th. 

The 2020 Christmas program, “All is Well”, premiered on YouTube and Facebook on 12/20 and 

can still be found there for viewing. The program included: ■ Chancel, Bell, Youth, and Children’s 

Choirs ■ Soloists/Duets ■ Sacred Signers and ■ Narrators. This wonderfully inspiring seasonal 

program was organized by Sarah Mickle, Director of Music and Worship Arts.  

Submitted by Nancy Walters, Church Council Chair 

 

 

mailto:cprs619@yahoo.com
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THANK YOU.  There are no adequate words to express my grateful thanks to 

my Church family for all the prayers, kindness, meals, cards, and many other 

expressions of love you have given me (and Paul before his passing) and 

since.  Through all this, and then even with the breaking and surgery on my 

hand, you have been there for me.  I thank our Lord for being with me, but 

also each of you. You are a special blessing. 

Again, thank you from the bottom of my heart.  I pray God blesses each of 
you.                                                        

 In His love, Audeen 
 

 

Although we are not worshiping in our 

Sanctuary, our ministries (we are planning 

great things!) and financial obligations are 

ongoing. We thank you for your support and 

are asking that you continue to support our 

church through your gifts and tithes. There 

are several options for you to make your 

donation; online, text, download the 

GivePlus app or you can mail your gifts to 

the church office at 60 State Street, 

Glassboro, NJ 08028.  Thank you for your 

continued financial support!    
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Each Sunday at 10:15am, our Sunday School program will have activities and learnings for your children! 

Our theme for the fall is “celebrate wonder” this week we go 

live on zoom with awesome lessons, music and activities. All 

of this can be found on the Lifeline email and clicking the link 

and joining the private no limits Children’s ministries group. 

Every other week we will have a Bitmoji classroom where you 

will be able to click the links for all the am amazing things we 

have to offer!                                                                                                    

The Lenten Book published by local churches will be available 

soon. Many of us received a book from Bea Swartz each year. 

We would like to continue getting and distributing the book 

this year. Please contact June or me as soon as possible and 

let us know if you want a copy. They are to be available by February 

5th, Ash Wednesday is February 17th. 

Home phone 856-881-5477 or ghajpa@verizon,net . 

Thanks, George & June Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Pastor John’s Bible Study is Wednesday, February 11th at 7pm on zoom. The link is on the 

Lifeline email. Invite a friend or family member and receive the word as we continue our 

conversation on our current sermon series “follow me”  
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 The giving envelopes are available in the Church Office. 

Please find your box by your Number. The sheet is with them if you forget 

your number. Please initial next to your name when you take them. 

Hours for pickup are    

• Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

• Friday   9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

A NEW study led by Brian, our Director of Children & Family Ministries. This will be a 6 week study for ALL 

to join! The 6 week study will be bi-weekly on Saturday's at 9:30am . Our next gathering (on Zoom) will be 

February 13th. If you haven't signed up it's not too late! Let's come to together with your coffee or tea and 

start our weekends with His word as we consider how to follow the Greatest Commandment and learn how 

your love for the people around you can completely renew your faith and give you a new experience of 

loving God. Sign up for this study by clicking the link on the Lifeline email so we can make sure you get the 

Zoom information. You do not need the book to participate in the study. 

 



 

  
 
 
 

P
ag

e1
0

 

We will be begin a new 6 Week Lenten Series, Jesus: The God Who 

Knows Your Name, a Book and Study written by Max Lucado. More 

details will follow soon!  

Do you ever feel like Jesus couldn’t possibly know what you are going 

through? He’s the God of the universe after all! Does He really know 

your daily struggles? The good news is: He does. 

For thirty-three years Jesus felt everything you have ever felt. 

Weakness. Weariness. Sadness. Rejection. His feet got tired. And his 

head ached. He was tempted and his strength was tested. And you 

know why? Because in becoming human, Jesus made it possible for us 

to see God. His tears, God’s tears. His voice, God’s voice. Want to know 

what matters to God? Find out what matters to Jesus. Want to know 

what in the world God is doing? Ponder the words and life of Jesus.  

Please consider joining us for this study as we learn more about the life and character of our Savior. To 

register for the Study, please click the Blue Button on the Lifeline email. 

We have 3 discussion leaders but we always welcome more! If you would like to consider the opportunity 

to lead, if you would like more information or have questions, please contact Terri Ganderton by email: 

taganderton@gmail.com  

 We are blessed currently to have an abundance of Prayer Shawl 

Ministry items available to be offered to anyone needing to feel 

the comfort or healing of our Lord.  So this is an FYI...  This is an 

outreach ministry and you are all welcomed to request an item to 

be given. It doesn't matter if they are a member of our church or 

not,  whether or not you know them personally, whether they are 

sick, hospitalized, had an accident or surgery, going off to college, mission trips, moving away or 

experiencing a rough time for whatever reason.    We have baby blankets, women's triangular shawls and 

stoles, and lapghans and neck scarves for either gender and various ages.  Soon to come will be prayer 

squares or pocket pals small enough for a person to carry with them.   Please contact Angele Cooper at 

sacredsigner@gmail.com   

Celebrating love 

For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador was an exceptional example of marital love. Julio Cesar Mora 

Tapia, 110, and Waldramina Maclovia Quinteros Reyes, 104, were wed on February 7, 1941. Until 

Julio’s death last October, they were reportedly the world’s oldest married couple. Their large 

family includes nine great-great-grandchildren! 

Good News Network recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love with Waldramina’s beauty, her 

conversation, and her big heart.” Meanwhile, she found in him “a poet with a young spirit.” The 
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couple says the formula for a lasting marriage is “love + maturity + mutual respect,” as well as 

patience, compassion and hard work. 

That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read at weddings: “Love is patient and kind; love does not 

envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6, 

ESV). 

A bountiful life 

“Life is given to you like a flat piece of land,” said actress Jeanne Moreau. 

“I hope that when I'm finished, my piece of land will be a beautiful 

garden.” 

God, who put the first human in a garden to care for creation, blesses us 

with talents and resources to wisely manage. In gardening terms, God gives 

us the plot of ground, the seed, the wisdom and strength to bring forth 

beauty and abundance. Yet we do the work, with God’s help, to make it a reality. Like Adam, we 

till, but God gives the increase. God’s provisions and our labor bring the garden — and our lives of 

stewardship — to fulfillment. 

As stewards, we ponder: When God calls us home, what will our garden be like, and what will it 

have produced? 

Laud & honor on Palm Sunday 

The Palm Sunday anthem “All Glory Laud and Honor” is one of Christendom’s oldest hymns. St. Theodulf 

of Orleans, who helped reform the church under Charlemagne, wrote the lyrics in the year 820 while 

imprisoned in France. 

The lyrics recount Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event the medieval church reenacted every Palm 

Sunday. Clergy and townspeople processed from fields through the city gates, behind a Jesus figure riding a 

donkey. At the gates, children began singing the hymn in Latin — Gloria, laus et honor — and onlookers 

soon chimed in. 

City gates may be a thing of the past, as the website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still praise our blessed 

Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King he was and is — an everlasting King who reigns not 

just in Jerusalem but over the entire earth. What more could we do but praise him with glory, laud and 

honor.” 

     All glory, laud and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  

     to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

     You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,  

     now in the Lord's name coming, the King and Blessed One. 
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Feline-informed faith  

I am the epitome of a “cat lady”: Each of my five felines has taught me a bit about 

faith. As I settle into bed, Piccolo presses his body tightly against mine. As I type, 

Tina sits on my lap, often reaching to rest a paw on my hand (the one on the 

mouse, of course!). Pumpkin cries persistently, even raising his front legs like 

toddler arms when he wants to be picked up. Yet, as any cat lover knows, these 

animals can be stubbornly aloof — at least until mealtime. 

My cats’ actions make me think about how intentional daily Bible reading is like 

pressing myself against God. When I see God’s presence in nature or someone’s 

kindness, pausing to give thanks is like reaching out to touch God’s hand. When I 

feel needy, I can stretch my spirit toward God’s embrace with an honest prayer. 

And when I make myself aloof — as, alas, I sometimes do — I can rejoice that God’s love always calls me 

back, to nourish me again.    -Borrowed from the Newsletter Newsletter 

When God giggles 

Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, which we do by holding hands. Upon discovering that one 

child hadn’t washed his hands, my husband struck a contorted pose to avoid physical contact. The mealtime 

blessing quickly dissolved into laughter as we each peeked at him. 

Afterward, as we passed around the food, I asked, “What do you imagine God thought about us laughing 

during prayer?” One child quickly replied, “I think he was laughing right along with us.” 

Yes! Although prayer is reverent, God invites us to converse with words, emotions — and even giggles! 

 —Janna Fireston 

Paying it back — and forward 

During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last spring, as Covid-19 hit 

Native American communities particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach occurred. 

Donations from Ireland began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading 

administrators to suspect the account had been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational 

payback was underway. 

In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with Potato Famine relief. 

That generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in Ireland had contributed more than 

$4 million toward pandemic assistance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors. Many 

donors included an Irish proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.” 

The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin Franklin. It also echoes 

Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you 

live out this practice today? 
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 A breath of fresh prayer 

Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby described prayer as simply letting 

God into our lives. God “knocks,” he said, “not only in the solemn hours 

of secret prayer” but “in the midst of your daily work, your daily 

struggles, your daily grind … when you need him most.”  

 Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as air. “As impossible as it is 

for us to take a breath in the morning large enough to last us until noon, so 

impossible is it to pray in the morning in such a way as to last us until 

noon,” he said. “Let your prayers ascend to [God] constantly, audibly or 

silently, as circumstances throughout the day permit.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Staff 

Pastor: Rev. John Inverso, Parsonage Phone 856-243-5488, 
pastor@glassboromethodist.org 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Brian Mickle, bmickle@glassboromethodist.org 
Director of Music and Worship Arts: Sarah Mickle, smickle@glassboromethodist.org 
Organist: Debbie Macchione   
Office Manager: Janet Blohm    Secretary:  Donna Mickle    
Gumwrapper Editor:  Robin McGuigan, robinchris@comcast.net 
Communications Coordinator: Terri Ganderton, glassboroumcnews@gmail.com  
Church Contact Information:  60 State Street, Glassboro, NJ 08028 Tel: 856-881-3295 
E-mail:  glassboromethodist1@comcast.net 
Regular Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Mon-Thurs. 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Fri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ distributes courage through community; he dissipates doubts through fellowship. He never deposits 

all knowledge in one person but distributes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you interlock your 

understanding with mine, and we share our discoveries, when we mix, mingle, confess and pray, Christ 

speaks. 

Special dates 

• World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2021 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 14, 2021 

• First day of spring, March 20, 2021 

• Holy Week, March 28 – April 4, 2021 

• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28, 2021 

 

mailto:pastor@glassboromethodist.org
mailto:bmickle@glassboromethodist.org
mailto:robinchris@comcast.net
mailto:glassboromethodist1@comcast.net


 

  
 
 
 

P
ag

e1
4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  
 
 
 

P
ag

e1
5

 

 

 



 

  
 
 
 

P
ag

e1
6

 

 

 


