Glassboro First United Methodist Church
Gumwrapper September 2019

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. –Matthew 28:19-20

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I am writing to celebrate all the ways our church is fulfilling Jesus’ call to go into the world and
make disciples. We’ll start with that “make disciples” part. So far this year, 20 people have been
baptized, confirmed, or received into membership! This includes people of every generation
from babies to seniors, singles and families. Many more new people have been faithfully
attending worship and participating in our ministries as well. As a result, our attendance has been
steadily rising—even in the summer! But that’s only one part of making disciples. It also
includes building us up and sending us out and we have plenty more to celebrate in that regard.
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We have so many tried-and-trues as well as new ministries that are good reasons to praise God.
Our Sunday School, Grow Groups, Bible studies, children’s, youth, and college and young adult
ministries all have great plans for the Fall to help our congregation and our community grow in
faith. One major praise is that our Jesus and Java college ministry will be meeting regularly on
Rowan U.’s campus! Our new Mission and Outreach Team just completed our backpack drive
which provided over 50 backpacks to kids in need throughout Glassboro. They have been
building relationships with organizations around Glassboro to help identify ways our church can
best reach our community with Jesus’ love. Our service and care ministries continue to make an
impact on people’s lives as well. These are just a few! We’ll have a chance to see all that we are
doing as a congregation at our Ministry Fair on Sunday, Oct. 13th from 9am-12pm. This is a
chance for new and seasoned members to see how we can be involved in following Jesus’ call.

Jesus also said “go” and we are doing it. One new way we are going into the world starts this
month. We will be livestreaming (broadcasting, for the less tech-savvy) our worship services on
the internet. This means that anyone who cannot be with us in person can worship live with us
online. All you need to do is go to our Facebook page on Sunday morning—you don’t need a
Facebook account—and click on the service. Think of all the people this could reach! Our shutins, all those away from home, visitors from across town or around the world can worship, pray,
hear the Word, and even give! All those services will be saved for later viewing for those who
can’t log on at the time or just want to watch it again. Today, people are more likely to check out
a church’s livestream than they are to show up so this will enable us to reach far more than ever
before. Watch our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, website, and bulletins for more info. Oh yes,
we’re on Instagram too.

This is an exciting time for First United Methodist Church! Thank you for all the ways you help
our church change lives with the love of Christ. Please pray for our church, our leaders, all those
serving in ministry, and everyone we reach. Consider how God is calling you to be more
involved in going and making disciples with us.

To God be the glory!
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Pastor John

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you
trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Romans 15:13

Join us for a women's conference on HOPE!

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Pitman United Methodist Church
The theme for this upcoming event is “HOPE.” As you know the need for hope is universal,
however, who or what we put our hope in makes an enormous difference in our lives. Paul says
in Romans 15:13 that God is the source of hope that we can overflow with confident hope
through the power of the Holy Spirit when we trust in Him. We are passionate for women to
know that Jesus is hope and that He alone can transform hopelessness into hopefulness.
The conference is free with lunch included. A love offering will be taken. We are so excited for
Titus Women (tituswomen.org) and Pitman UMC to partner together to host this women’s
conference for the women of the area. Registration, information and opportunities to help
volunteer will be coming soon. . For any questions contact Stephanie@tituswomen.org
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Our speaker is Fiona Richardson. Fiona is originally from England, but spent several years as a
missionary to Tanzania and currently lives in Indiana. With humor and wit, Fiona has a passion
for taking God’s Word and applying it to the real places of our hearts and lives. Fiona and her
husband Philip have two teenage daughters.

PRAYER CONCERNS: Alberta Dodd, Margaret Helner, Denise Kostiak, Emily Stacy, Nancy
Tomlin
MEMBERS & FRIENDS WE MISS SEEING: Georgette Brown, Barbara Campbell, Carl
Bauer, Cecelia Gant, Marge Henkel, Doreen Horner, Bea Marshall, Lorraine & Bill Outlaw,
Marge Wajda
SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR: Don Rule, Paul Conklin, Paula Adams, Jerry Anton, Bruce
Hoover, Janis Gansert, Alan Gansert, Chris McGuigan, Matt Rentzel, Mario Fuscia, Haney and
Schauers families, Arya Randazzo, & Mel Stiles.

Tom and Samantha Sheridan who joined through
profession of faith and their daughter, Kayla Williams who
joined through baptism.

GIFT CARDS The Finance Team has gift cards available in the narthex on the first Sunday of
each month for Shoprite, Acme, Bed Bath & Beyond, the Blooming Group (Outback,
Carrabba’s, and Bonefish Grill), Staples, and the Darden Group (Olive Garden All are
welcome! and Longhorn) Checks that are made payable to the Church are preferred, but cash is
acceptable.
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UPPER ROOMS for September/October are available in the cabinet in the narthex.
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Please stop by the Card Ministry Table in the narthex to sign this week's cards. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who mourn." (Romans 12:15). A word of encouragement
goes a long way to comfort those who are sick or grieving, celebrate a joyous occasion, and
share God’s love. A greeting card allows you to show that you care even when you are not
present physically.

Church office hours return to normal September 3.
Monday – Thursday 9:00AM to 2:00PM
Friday 9:00AM to 1:00PM
Thank you for supporting our backpack drive for our Glassboro schools!
Help pack backpacks on Tuesday, Sept 3rd at 7:00pm, and we’ll drop them off
the following day! See a Mission and Outreach Team member for more info.
(Dave Walters, June and Jen Longley, Kristin Kerr, Jenn Heritage, Lynn Silk,
Christy and Pastor John Inverso)

Altar flowers are available for September 8, September 22, and
September 29. The cost is $25. Please contact Julie Balkenhol at
228-0989 if you would like one of these dates.

Basic and Advanced Lay Servant Classes | Fall 2019
Register today for Fall Lay Servant Classes, either Basic or Advanced. Classes that begin as
early as Sep 21 are scheduled by district, but laity may enroll in a course schedule that best suits
their needs.
Basic: Delaware Bay, Instructor: Rev. Walter Kellen
Dates: Mondays, Oct 21 & 28, Nov 4, 11 & 18
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Friendship-Finley UMC, 252 Centerton Road, Bridgeton, NJ 08302
Advanced: Delaware Bay, Instructor: Rev. David Strope
Dates: Thursdays, Oct 17 & 24, Nov 7 & 14
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Location: West Park UMC, 625 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302

Phone: 732-359-1086 Email: bkarlovich@gnjumc.org

Page

Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant
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For more information, please contact: Beverly Karlovich
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The Sunday school has
openings for September.
If you are interested in
filling in as a substitute
or would like to help
teach please contact
Ruth Doran or Brian
Mickle right away.
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The many and the One
When I studied in Spain, it was profound to hear a scripture in Spanish during worship,
knowing my friends and family heard the same passage in English that day back home: two
languages, various Christian denominations, multiple places — one God.
Many Christian congregations and judicatories hold worldwide partnerships through a
“companion church” program. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, for instance,
relates to a total of 120 church bodies globally. Companion synods and congregations pray for
one another, visit each other, share ministries and learn from far-flung siblings in Christ.
Horizons expand, enabling people to see God’s family more broadly: multiple languages,
worship styles, cultures — one God.
“Just as a body, though one has many parts ... so it is with Christ,” writes Paul. “For we
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body. ... Even so the body is not made up of one
part but of many” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14, NIV). Numerous members, diverse functions, unique
gifts — one God.—Heidi Mann, from The Newsletter Newsletter

Back-to-school humor
What kind of school do you go to if you’re …?
… An ice cream man? Sundae school
… A giant? High school
… A surfer? Boarding school
… King Arthur? Knight school
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water?
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O
Teacher: What are you talking about?
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O.
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Student: In jail!
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Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New York at 250 miles per hour as a person
from New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. Where did they meet?

Labors of love
Thomas Merton, an American monk, writer and social activist,
said, “It is in the ordinary duties and labors of life that the Christian can
and should develop his spiritual union with God.” As the United States
observes Labor Day, may we find meaning not simply in marking summer’s end but in
celebrating the ways nearly all “duties and labors of life” can empower ministry and faith.
Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher, mechanic, gardener, city councilor, farmer,
day laborer, attorney or anything else, a Christian can begin each workday or shift by praying for
opportunities to serve whoever they’ll encounter. We also can pray for and seek ways to grow in
“spiritual union with God”: cultivating spiritual fruits; actively loving God and neighbor; seeing
Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing humility, gratitude and praise.
In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our labors loving and faithful!

Special dates
• Labor Day, September 2, 2019
• National Grandparents Day, September 8, 2019
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2019
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 – Oct. 15, 2019
• First day of autumn, September 23, 2019

Happy birthday to — and for — you!
Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who someone is, not what they’ve done. Henri
Nouwen wrote, “It is more important to celebrate a birthday than a successful exam, a promotion
or a victory. Because to celebrate a birthday means to say to someone, ‘Thank you for being
you.’... On a birthday we do not say, ‘Thanks for what you did, or said, or accomplished.’ No,
we say, ‘Thank you for being born and being among us.’”
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On a birthday, said Nouwen, “we lift someone up and let everyone say, ‘We love you.’” In
baptism, God lifts us to his very heart and declares, “You are my precious child. I love you.”
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To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an echo of God’s joy over us. Some families
celebrate “baptism birthdays” (anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scripture and prayer,
perhaps looking at photos and recounting stories of that milestone event that marked the
beginning of their faith life.
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Our Staff
Pastor: Rev. John Inverso, Parsonage Phone 856-243-5488, pastor@glassboromethodist.org
Director of Children and Family Ministries: Brian Mickle, bmickle@glassboromethodist.org
Director of Young Adult & Campus Ministry: Melodie Norton, melodie@glassboromethodist.org
Director of Music and Worship Arts: Sarah Mickle, smickle@glassboromethodist.org
Director of Visitation and Hospitality: Charlie Adams, cadams@glassboromethodist.org
Organist: Debbie Macchione
Office Manager: Janet Blohm Secretary: Donna Pfeil-Mickle
Gumwrapper Editor: Robin McGuigan, robinchris@comcast.net
Communications Coordinator: Terri Ganderton, glassboroumcnews@gmail.com
Church Contact Information: 60 State Street, Glassboro, NJ 08028
Tel: 856-881-3295
E-mail: glassboromethodist1@comcast.net
Regular Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 2:00PM Mon-Thurs; 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Fri
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